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What is it like to attend this school?

Children love to learn at South Normanton Nursery School. They get started on their
‘learning adventure’ as soon as they arrive. They learn how to play alongside each
other. Adults teach children to consider how their friends might be feeling. Children
learn to ‘use their words’ to sort out small disagreements by themselves.

The two simple rules, ‘good learning’ and ‘be safe’, are understood by all. Children
recognise that these help them to live well together. Adults teach children to look
after the space around them, inside and out. For example, children choose to clear
up sand which has fallen out of the sandpit. They join in tidy-up time with real
purpose to keep the nursery safe.

The school wants all children to be well prepared for Reception. Staff share high
expectations of what children will be able to do independently. Much work has gone
on recently to improve the curriculum. This work is not yet complete.

Parents and carers have high praise for the nursery. They say that children’s special
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are spotted straight away.
Communication is a strength. Parents say that any anxious feelings soon disappear
and describe the setting as ‘the perfect start’ to their child’s education.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

The school wants all children to be able to communicate clearly. Children learn how
to listen to adults and to each other. Story and song times are popular. For example,
children enjoy repeating Mr Bear’s groans and the sounds that he could hear.

Adults carefully select the vocabulary that they want children to remember. Often,
signing is used to help children focus on the important word. Adults support children
as they begin to express themselves in longer sentences. Explanations are used
well. Some questions that adults use extend children’s thinking, for example through
enabling them to wonder why the soil is wet. However, sometimes children do not
get the chance to explain their ideas fully, or to practise the rich vocabulary that
they have been learning.

Children with SEND get the right support. Adults quickly spot if they need help to
catch up with their peers. Activities in the ‘rainbow room’ help children to use their
senses to understand the world around them. This learning seamlessly carries on as
children with SEND play alongside their peers. They make strong progress from their
starting points.

In mathematics, children practise important knowledge as they play. They identify
the number of spots on a page without having to count them. Children begin to
create, tell and record their own stories. They know that they need characters, a
setting, a problem to solve and an ending. Where the small steps of learning are not
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as clearly defined in the curriculum, the activities and support that children get are
not matched with the same degree of precision.

Children experience moments of wonder in the nursery setting. Spellbound, they
watch the patterns that water droplets make as they travel down an umbrella. They
know how to challenge themselves to ride quickly on their bikes and how to slow
themselves to avoid accidents. Children visit local shops and the allotments to find
out more about the world that they live in. They learn about the different jobs that
they may choose to do when they grow up.

The school values its partnership with parents. Increasing numbers of parents join in
workshops that the school provides and learn alongside their child. There are
continued efforts to help all parents understand how attending nursery regularly
helps their child be ready for school. Some of these approaches have been
introduced recently and are beginning to make a difference.

Governors and school leaders work together to make sure that staff feel well
supported. Staff feel that their workload is appropriate and changes to assessment
have meant that they get more time to work with the children. They describe a
strong team ethos where precise actions make things better for children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B Children do not always get the chance to recall and use the words or signs that
they are learning when they are talking with adults. Therefore, opportunities for
children to express themselves are occasionally lost. The school should make sure
that adults’ expectations of children’s expressive language are consistently high
and that all children are given the chance to practise using rich vocabulary and
important signs.

B The work on the new curriculum sequence is not yet complete. In a few areas of
learning, the component elements are not yet as clearly identified as they are in
others. The school should complete these refinements to ensure that all adults
know precisely what children should learn next. It should ensure that all staff
have the expertise to make checks on how well the children are gaining this
knowledge.
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How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.

In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ is used to mean pupils with special educational
needs and/or disabilities (SEND); pupils who meet the definition of children in need
of help and protection; pupils receiving statutory local authority support from a
social worker; and pupils who otherwise meet the criteria used for deciding the
school’s pupil premium funding (this includes pupils claiming free school meals at any
point in the last six years, looked after children (children in local authority care)
and/or children who left care through adoption or another formal route).

Inspection report: South Normanton Nursery School 4
21 and 22 May 2024


http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium
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School details

Unique reference number 112484
Local authority Derbyshire
Inspection number 10324050
Type of school Nursery
School category Maintained
Age range of pupils 3to5
Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 78

Appropriate authority The governing body

Chair of trust Siobhan Johnston

Headteacher Peter Hallsworth

Website www.southnormantonnurseryschool.co.uk
Date of previous inspection 4 July 2023, under section 8 of the

Education Act 2005

Information about this school

B The school does not use any alternative provision.

Information about this inspection

B Inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education Act
2005.

B Inspections are a point-in-time judgement about the quality of a school’s
educational provision.

B Inspectors discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the school and
have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

B Inspectors conducted deep dives into communication and language; literacy;
personal, social and emotional development and mathematics. They also
considered the curriculum in some other areas of learning. They spoke with
leaders, staff and visited lessons. They considered curriculum documentation.

B To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, inspectors reviewed the single
central record; took account of the views of leaders, staff and children; and
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considered the extent to which the school has created an open and positive
culture around safeguarding that puts children’s interests first.

B Inspectors spoke with senior leaders. The lead inspector met those responsible for
governance. She spoke with a representative from the local authority.

B Inspectors considered the views of parents through Ofsted Parent View and also
spoke with parents on site.

B During the inspection, inspectors met with groups of staff and considered the
responses to the online staff survey.

Inspection team
His Majesty’s Inspector
Hazel Henson, lead inspector

Janis Warren Ofsted Inspector
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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